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Kitty’s visit 

 

On Tuesday 18th March 2014, we had a very 
special visitor to  our school ï a remarkable 

lady called Kitty Freund - who is 101 years old!  
 

 
 
She visited the school with her daughter  Erika 

who is 80! She was so excited about the visit 

that she did not sleep at all the night before 
and spent the 2hour journey to and from the 

school talking non-stop!  
 

 
 
Kitty visited the school as part of the Cultural 

Campus project currently being undertaken by 

Year 4 in conjunction with the BFI.  We hope to 
have a wonderful film to show everyone when 

the project finishes.  
 

Kitty Freund grew up at the Norwood Jewish 
Orphanage where her aunt, Esther, was the 

matron and her uncle, Myer Kaye, was the 

head teacher. She spoke of her experiences 
growing up in the 1910s and 1920s and 

especially the effect that the War had on their 

lives. She was known as a “Gabrieliteò as were 

all former residents of the orphanage . 

 
Interestingly, h er cousin Marcus, who also 

attended the orphanage, was one of the first 

airmen to be captured in the w ar. He had 
Kittyôs teddy bear with him as his mascot and 

she still has the original bear!  She shared 
memories of the different modes of transport 

from the time  she lived in West Norwood. 

West Norwood had great transport links with 
the tram, the No.2 bus and the train  and Kitty 

was able to recall many of the outings she 
went on during her childhood .  

 
The children in Year 4 were fascinated to meet 

Kitty particularly because she was 101! She 

was able to share her 100th birthday card from 
the Queen with the children. They asked her 

some wonderful questions and she was careful 
to respond to each and every one of them . 
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Kitty was also joined by two former (and 

slightly younger!)  residents of the orphanage 
from t he Norwood Old Scholars Association ï 

Jack and Tony - who had many happy 
memories of their time here.   

 

They were especially pleased to see how much 
of the old Gabriel Home was preserved and in 

keeping with past, and that artefact s had been 
retained for their history.  

 

 
 

It was interesting to hear Kitty talk about the 

history of the buildings and how life was for 
children who came here.  

 

 
 

Gabriel house was regarded as contemporary 

in its ti me and particularly in comparison to 
the older building which was a rather grand 

and imposing Victorian building.  
 
Kittyôs painting of the main building  

 

The new building  - Gabriel house - contained 

2 separate dormitories with washrooms 
adjoining for boys and girls, a nursery,  a hall, 

classrooms, a dining room, a kitchen and staff 
rooms. 

 

During the visit Kitty answered the childrenôs 
questions and even sang the children a song 

from her childhood. She was surprised when 
the children joined in. Kitty was also given a 

tour of the school  and was keen to visit her 
old classroom ï now RLC - and share her 

memories of the matrons who lived upstairs in 

the dormitories!  
 

Interestingly the Gabriel home was quite 
progressive for its time with toys in the 

Nursery and small furniture for the children in 

the Nursery or ñBabiesò class as it was known 
which Kitty remembered well . There was also 

a sand tray and ñGiftsò (sense training toys) 
for the children to use  in their learning ! The 

Froebel Gifts are perhaps the world's first 
educational toys!  

 

 
She also remembered the annual visit by Mrs 
Jane Gabriel ï the schools benefactor ï who 

celebrated her birthday each year at the 
orphanage. She would arrive in a carriage 

drawn by two shiny black horses. 
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Mrs Gabriel originally came from Liverpool. Her 

family had been makers of watches, 
chronometers and nautical instruments. 

Instruments from the family firm were said to 
have been used in the Titanic.  

 

The picture below shows Kitty on her wedding 
day c.1939. She was married to Hans Freund ï 

a Jewish refugee from Berlin ï who fled 
Germany to avoid persecution. They were 

married for 68 years and had two children, 
spending much of their early married life in 

South Africa. She told us that she wore blue 

for her wedding as white wedding dresses 
were not used traditionally until well after 

World War 2. Kitty later became a teacher in 
South Africa ï as did her husband - and 

remains an accomplished pianist to this day. 

 

 
 
Sports Relief  

 
What a fantastic day the children had on 

Friday!  

 
Sport Relief 2014 was a huge success and I 

would like to personally thank Alice Gould for 
organising such a fantastic event and for 

making it such an enjoyable day! 
  

Children and staff were able to dress up as a 

superhero for the day and bring in a £1 
donation.  

 
The costumes were fantastic. We had a whole 

school of Super Bunnies, Power Rangers, 

Super Women and Men and we even had a 
Super Supermarket Man!  

 

 
We ran over 500 milesé. 
We danced our feet off for 15 minutesé. 

 
We had funé. 

 
ééall day long! 

 
We learned about sport relief and why it is a 
great cause but most importantly we raised a 

grand total of £2513!  
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I like raising money to help others  6N 

 

 
The run was fun, it wasn't as bad as I thought 
it would be. I really pushed myself  Maya(6A) 

 

 
We don't quit we persevere  Samrawit (RLC) 

 

 
It was the best day ever  Timeo (RLC) 

Message from PARENT/CARER FORUM  

 
The next Parent /Carer forum will be on 
WEDNESDAY 2 nd  APRIL  2014  from 6.30-
8pm  
 
Topics for discussion  will include:  
¶ School dinners 
¶ Trips 
¶ Clubs  
¶ Wrap-around-care 
¶ Showcases   

 
Additionally, have you ever wished you could 
try school lunches?  
 
Now is your chance! 
 
The providers of the school lunches will be 
attending this Forum and bringing with them a 
selection of samples from the menu.   
 
First come first served! 
 
Free Refreshments! 
 
 
And finallyéé. 
 

 
 
Have a great weekend!  
 
 
Alison Moller  


